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Identity check / arrest / summons to the police station?
Call phone number : 0752957111 / Legal Team Paris

Collective action is a means of obtaining regularization of your status and advocating respect for our
rights. It is important for all undocumented immigrants and people in precarious administrative situations
not to remain alone, but to join collectives, associations or trade unions.

Unity is the only way to defend our rights and claim respect.

Demonstrating is a right! And it's important to remember that it is not during demonstrations that the risk
of arrest is at its highest, but in the areas around train stations, transport hubs, and so on.
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Before taking part in any mobilization, protest or demonstration :

Know an activist lawyer: in the event of an arrest, it is essential to have a lawyer. Therefore, it is important
to know the first and last names of activist lawyers (or their telephone numbers) that would be able to
advise you for free while in police custody and link you up with the legal team. You can also write this
information down on a piece of paper and carry it with you.

It is always wiser to be supported by an activist lawyer.

If you don't know one, you have the right to be assisted by a court-appointed/public lawyer.

Beware: some public lawyers are unfamiliar with immigration law and may not be able to advise you
properly. In case of any doubt, you always have the right to remain silent throughout your hearings.

Tips for getting ready as a group :

-Make a list of people attending

-Recall your rights in the case of an identity check

-Prepare your documents of identification and representation (all documents proving your identity and ties
in France) and make them available to family and friends who are not taking part in the action, protest or
event.

-Mobilize and build networks (support groups and people, unions, organizations)

-Preparing public statements, engaging the press.

Throughout the mobilization, protest or demonstration :

We advise you to stay in a group and not to isolate yourself. Having a demonstration buddy/partner can
also be reassuring. For your information, some actions can increase the risk of arrest. According to the law,
they can constitute an infraction and justify your arrest by the police:

¢ hiding your face

e moving street furniture (garbage cans, fences, etc.)

e insulting

¢ throwing objects

e touching tear gas pucks

In case of any problems, it is best to stay in groups and avoid being too noticeable.

After the mobilization,_ protest or demonstration :

It is important to get together and check that everyone is present. If anyone is absent, it is

recommended to check on them to make sure that everyone is all right.

If you hear that these people are being held in a police station :

e go there as a group

e spread the word as much as possible (signal/whatsapp groups; organizations; supporters; social media,
etc.) to show your support and bring pressure to bear. f ! a.
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It is important if possible to remain calm and not to put up any physical resistance, despite potential
provocations, insults and police pressure. These are just tips, but we know how difficult it can be to cope with
police pressure.

If you can't prove that you have the right of residence in France at the time of an identity check, you
may be detained at the police station for verification of your residency status.

This control can last several hours, up to a maximum of 24 hours (48 hours or more if you are also
accused of having committed a violation and are placed in police custody).

Caution: in the event of an identity check, it is important to talk about your ties in France (proof of work,
schooling, housing, family, relatives, etc.) and not to give the impression that you will not respect the order of
Obligation to leave French territory (OQTF) (for example, tell the police: “I have many ties in France and | want
to live there, but if | receive a deportation order, | will respect it").

If you have a regularization request pending at the Préfecture, an asylum application or a serious
illness, it is important to mention it.

We advise you to give only one address, preferably your administrative address if you have one
(domiciliation).

The police may try to dissuade you from giving details of your situation by telling you that you are not at risk
of an Obligation to leave French territory (OQTF). But this is not true. At the end, reread your examination
to check that everything has been recorded, and provide any supporting documents in your

possession.
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You don't have to carry your identity papers with you; in fact, you should never carry your passport to
avoid an express deportation.

All you need to do is state your identity (surname, first name, date and place of birth) and provide
proof of your identity in the form of any other documents bearing a photo (public transport card, AME card,
driving licence, etc.).

The police can take your fingerprints and take a photo of you.

Always ask to be accompanied by your lawyer, an interpreter and to be examined by a doctor. You also
have the right to notify a person of your choice. This is your right.

Please note that both the interpreter and the doctor communicate with the police.

The police will try to get you to waive these rights: lies (faster exit, lighter sentence), staging (fake phone call),
“favors” (offer of a cigarette)...

But it is important to remain silent in all circumstances about what led to your arrest (the context: the

event, the demonstration, etc.). f :,
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All questions are risky. For example, if you say “yes” to the statement “So the weather was nice at the
demonstration”, that could be enough to incriminate you.

In police custody, speaking out could incriminate you. Remaining silent is a right.
Itis a right not to say anything. You can also say “I have nothing to say/claim”.

You have the right not to sign anything, and there will be no consequences regardless of what the police
may say.

It is best to have a basic phone without a camera (the only phone you can keep at the administrative
detention center (CRA)).

To sum up, tips in the case of being held in police custody:
e give only necessary information (identity, residence status)
e Do not answer any of the other questions. To answer the questions is to put yourself or others in
danger, as the police will try to trap you and turn your words against you.
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lllegal residence itself is not an infraction, but you may receive an Obligation to leave French
territory (OQTF) or risk deportation if you already have one.

If the police consider that your documents proving your ties in France are not sufficient, that you already
have an Obligation to leave French territory (OQTF) / Prohibition of return to French territory (IRTF) that is
less than 3 years old or that you “ represent a threat to public order ”, you can :

¢ beissued an order of Obligation to leave French territory (OQTF)

¢ be placed under house arrest (for 45 days)

e be placed in a Administrative Detention Center (CRA) for 4 days* by the prefecture (only if you are over

18).

*After these 4 days, you have a hearing with a judge to decide whether you are to be released (in case of an
irregular arrest, lack of sufficient justification for detention, incompatible state of health...) or kept in the
Administrative Detention Center (CRA) for a further 26 days.
At the end of each period, you have a hearing to decide whether or not to extend your detention (for 30
days, then exceptionally 15 more days, and again for a maximum of 15 days).

To reduce the risk of deportation, it is therefore important to always have a file with your papers
that is accessible to your relatives and lawyers, who can pass it on to the organizations working in
the Administrative Detention Center (CRA).

Spotlight: The usefulness of individual membership
cards

Creating an individual card for each member of your collective can help them prove their
identity, and discourage the police in the event of a police inspection.

We recommend that you include the following information: photo, last name, first name,
date and place of birth and telephone number of your activist lawyer.
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This guide was produced by activists and full-time staff of FASTI and the ASTI, 2025.
Itis also available in audio format, and in several languages.
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